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Scarborough Southwest Shore Status Report

The TLC Working Committee (“TLC”) steadfastly remains focused on safe public
enjoyment of the waterfront. Our focus of late has been the Scarborough
Southwest (SSW) shore (Wards 19 and 20), from the Bluffs to the RC Harris
Water Treatment Plant. This report summarizes our results to date with respect
to the following general areas of concern:

1. Public Safety re: incidents on the water;

2. Public and First Responder Safety re: access to the beach;

3. Public and First Responder Safety re: incidents on the beach;

4. Community Safety, Security and Quiet Enjoyment re: confrontations
with trespassers, being threatened after reporting fires, damage to
private property, at least one known home invasion, embankment fire
threats, and verbal abuse; and

5. Parks Department Safety and Protection of the Natural Environment re:
garbage and litter, including but not limited to human waste, needles,
and large discarded household items

TLC has been actively engaging municipal and provincial levels of government
for almost two years. While we have focussed much of our effort on the area of
the SSW shore known as “Secret Beach” (a remote section of beach just east of
the RC Harris Water Treatment Plant), we have done so in the context of
advocating for a universal approach to shoreline management, and with
particular emphasis on the importance of managing the parcels of land that are
owned by the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (“TRCA”) and
managed by the City. Click here for mapping of these parcels in Wards 19 and
20.

These parcels are of particular concern because of their typically more
dangerous terrain, but also in that they lack official Parks designation, and
consequently, they also lack the funding required to implement adequate
public safety management plans.

Click here for a detailed timeline of these efforts, as well as copies of our
communications.

TLC has identified three key goals for the SSW shore:

1. Long-term Goal: Shoreline Trail. TLC has always supported the vision of
a continuous public trail along the waterfront. We think it is a beautiful
stretch of shoreline that should be available to the public to enjoy safely
and responsibly. Phase one is an Environmental Assessment (“EA”) of
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the shore. Councillor Crawford brought forth a motion at city council in
December 2021, to approve a $2.9M budget over 3 years, (2022-24) for
the TRCA to complete the Scarborough Bluffs West Environmental
Assessment (“SBW EA”)  (Bluffers Park to RC Harris). The motion passed
24:1. Thank you to Councillor Crawford for his efforts in getting the EA
approved.

2. Medium-term Goal: Safe Public Access. If the EA findings allow for the
continuous waterfront trail to proceed, the next phases are Design and
Construction. Realistically, construction of a trail, with public access
points, will not be completed in the next 10 years. In the interim, many
are undeterred from accessing these areas despite the safety risks and
lack of safe access. TLC has identified imminent safety risks related to
the SSW shore (detailed above). Since October 2021, we have been
urging the city to provide an interim solution to access, however, based
on their most recent response, the City will not prioritize safe access to
the SSW shore until after the full EA is completed (post-2024).

3. Short-term Goal: Management Plan. Concurrently with safe access, we
have been urging the city to develop a shoreline management plan with
Toronto Police Service, Parks Forestry & Recreation, and the TRCA.
Earlier this year, TLC drafted a management plan, available here, which
was shared with 41 Division during a meeting with Sergeant M. Sharpe,
PC A. Day, and PC H. Kaur. It was also shared with Councillor Crawford,
Councillor Bradford, the Advisor of Legislative Affairs for the
Infrastructure & Environment Committee at the City of Toronto, MPP
Doly Begum, MP Bill Blair and Police Chief Ramer. Unless the city has a
management plan in place, opening up access to the shoreline would
only exacerbate the safety concerns and incidents requiring police and
fire intervention. We have had success with Councillor Bradford in
Beaches-East York, and we commend him and his staff for
implementing a proactive management plan for the summer. We
continue to advocate for this approach to be implemented in
Scarborough-South West.

We encourage you to review the timeline and related correspondence provided
in the links above.

Thank you,

The Toronto Lakefront Working Committee
Jane Anderson
Eleanor Duthie
Susanne Gabriele
Angela Lin
Vaughn Marshall
Wayne Marshall
Pam Wylie
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Jon Wylie
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